GERMANY   THE   AGGRESSOR
ordinary convention (the so-called liberum veto)
which required absolute unanimity for the passing
of any measure. This, of course, reduced it to
wrangling futility, and blocked the way to all
reform.
The War of the Polish Succession (1733-38), which
had embroiled a large part of the Continent, had
resulted in the placing of a German, Augustus of
Saxony, upon the Polish throne.    His inglorious
and   ineffective reign,   characterised   by   continual
conflicts, came to an end in 1763.   At once the old
faction-fight broke out.   One party, whose watch-
word was rigid Catholic ascendancy, was supported
by Austria and France.    The other, supported by
Orthodox Russia and Lutheran Prussia, demanded
freedom of worship and political equality for the
Greek and Protestant forms of Christianity.   Russia
and Prussia, of course, easily prevailed, and their candi-
date, Stanislaus Poniatowski, received the puppet-
crown.    His grant of civil and political rights to
Greeks and Lutherans, however, caused the outbreak
of a furious religious rebellion (1768) in which the
Catholic party made the fatal and amazing mistake
of calling in the Turks to its aid.   Russia intervened
and defeated both the rebels and their Ottoman allies,
and so found herself in virtual command of Poland.
Catharine would have liked formally to annex the
whole of the anarchic kingdom and reduce it to
Russian order;   but she realised that her  friend
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